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om 15vi13 So‘lpra at God, who gives you hope, will kee
C’& pray that God, wh gives y h P (lk op
you ﬁajayy and fu[[ of “peace as you believe in him. ‘May you
overffow with ﬁope rﬁ'rougﬁ the power qf the Q—[ofy S}?i?’it

Ps 31:24 Be of goocf courage, and he shall strengtﬁen your heart,
all ye that ﬁope in the LORD.






As a young boy going through hard times, I would often hope
for a better life.

It was an expression of hope that never seemed to be at the
forefront of my mind, but rather something tucked away as

though it were a silent prayer waiting to be spoken.

The hope I had always came from the depth of my soul and
passed through the pain of which I suffered.

It was the kind of hope that only God could hear.
It was the kind of hope only God could answer.

Ultimately I learned that no matter the situation, there is always
hope in God, for through him, nothing is impossible (Lk 1v37).

So it 1s in Him, I will have hope.
It is in him, I will put my trust.

For through him, my hopes can come true.
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1Sam 16v7 ... The LORD doesn't make decisions the way you do!
Qgeqp[é jud('ge Ey outward appearance, but the LORD looks at a
person’s tﬁougﬁts and intentions.

Ps. 139v 13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my Eocfy
and knit me Wge’rﬁer in my mother’s womb...15 You watched me
as 1 was Being formec[ in utter seclusion, as 1 was woven togetﬁer
in the dark of the womb...17 How Jarecious are Yyour tﬁougﬁts
about me, O (joa[! ’J'Hey are innumerable! 18 1 can't even count
ftﬁem; tﬁey outnumber the gmins of sand! And when 1 wake up

in the moming, you are still with me.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow conceming his }oromise, as some
count slowness; but is Joau’ent with us, not wisﬁing that any

sﬁou(d,}oerisﬁ, Eut tﬁat a[fsﬁou[d,come to rejoenmnce.






Conditional love was all I knew as a young boy.

To be loved by my parents just for who I was didn’t seem
possible to me. I was convinced at an early age that the only way
I was going to get any kind of positive attention from them was
to do certain things to make them happy; things like buying little
gifts or cleaning the house. It was then and only then did I
receive the kind of attention I was seeking.

As I grew older, this line of thinking never changed. Doing
certain things to get attention from my friends, usually dumb or
unlawful things, was, to me, my only choice. Once again being
accepted, as was being loved, was conditional.

Then I learned about Jesus Christ and the unconditional love he
had for his children;

YOU, MIE,

Could it be? Could someone actually care about me just for who
I am? That didn’t sound right. Nobody's ever cared, why should
He?

As I learned more about Him, I realized that Jesus hated sin but
loved the sinner, hoping that one day the sinner would come to
repentance and thus be able to spend eternity with Him.

To know that I receive UNCONDITIONAL LOVE from
God even when others could care less is something that carries
me through the good times and the bad.
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Ps 51:4% ﬂgainst thee, thee onl'y, have 1 sinned, and done this evil
in tﬁy sigﬁt:

Ps 41:4* 1 said, LORD, be mercfﬁx[ unto me: heal my soul; for ]

have sinned agains’c thee.






The many mistakes I have made in life,
and
the many things [ have done in which I thought were right but
yet were looked down upon by others,

are too numerous to count.
In each of these, there was a feeling of remorse;

for the mistakes I have made, there was shame,

for the things in which I thought were right but were not,
uncertainty about my decision.

Either way, my feelings were based on what others thought and
thus [ became accountable to other peoples judgement of me.

When I came to know Jesus Christ, I began to realize that it
didn’t matter what others thought because their criticism of me
could do nothing to alter my life either way.

But God’s can, so it did matter what He thought. His friendship
mattered. His judgement of me at the time of my death mattered.
Eternal life with Him mattered.

Other than making things right to those I have hurt, I have
learned to be settled in my mind that there 1s only one person I
need to be accountable to for my actions and only one question I
must answer:

‘What does God think about what I did?’

What a great feeling to know that whether it be right or wrong,
bad decision or good, stupid move or smart, at the end of the day
what Jesus Christ thinks about it is all that matters to me.
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bs 32v8 The LORD says, 7 will guidfe you a[ong the best
yatﬁway for your [ife. 9 will advise you and watch over You.”

5. 58vi1 The LORD will guicfe you con‘a’nua[@..

Ps 37v23 23 The steps of the gocffy are directed Ey the LORD. He

cfefigﬁts n every detail @( their [ives. 24 ‘Jﬁougﬁ tﬁey stumble,
f‘rﬁey will not faﬂ: for the LORD holds them Ey the hand.






After high school I wasn’t sure what [ wanted to do with my life.

Even when I thought I did, things didn’t always turn out the way
I planned.

Many times the things I thought I wanted to do or the direction I
thought I wanted to go never seem to pan out for me. Often I’d
fine myself doing something completely different from what I
first intended.

After awhile however, I found what I wanted to do in life and
doors seemed to open up for me.

In getting to know Jesus, I come to realize that through His spirit
He puts in our hearts the direction He wants us to go and the
path we should take to get there.

I also realized that He was true to His word:
s 1 will instruct you and teach you in the way which you shall
go. 9 will counsel you with my eye on you. 9 Don't be like the

horse, or like the mule, which have no unc[erstancﬁ’ng, who are

controlled Ey bit and bridle...(Ps 32vs-9)

I thank Him for this.

For without Him,
a senseless mule I surely would have been.
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Psalm 27:10 When my fa’rﬁer and my mother forsaée me,
~then the Lord will take me up.

Psalm es:5 A fatﬁer of the fatﬁer[ess, and a juafge of the widows,
is God in his ﬁofy habitation.

Ps 103 v 13 The LORD is like a fatﬁer to his children, tender

and comyassionaw to those who respect him.






As a young boy, I had a few friends who grew up with no father
in the house.

Unlike them, I did have a father at home.

Whereas I saw my father daily, the emotional distant between us
made it difficult to know him.

We rarely spoke as father to son.

As I grew older in my later teen years and came to know Jesus
Christ, it was Him I began to confide in. I would talk to Him as
a son would to a loving father who patiently listened and was
concerned about everything [ was saying.

I knew that when I was done talking, He understood me and He
would come through for me in His own way, either in guidance
if that’s what I needed, in wisdom 1f I were to seck His advice,
or by His intercession if it was direction I asked for.

It wasn’t until much later in life did I come to realize that my
earthly father was a great man who loved me dearly. Who
would have known as a teenage boy that fathers are not simply
made but are often a product of their own past. And sometimes
their past 1s cold, deprived or abusive in some way whereby the
expression of love is not so easily forthcoming.

My father is gone now and though I am unable to speak to him, |
am still able to speak to my Heavenly Father daily.
This will never change...

while here on earth
or
back home with Him in heaven.
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Gen 1vz6 And (joc{ said, Let us make man in our image, aﬁzr

our likeness: (Our flesh was created like our soul which returns back to

heaven upon our death. )

Fz 44v25s And tﬁey shall come at no sym’tua[ _person to d'eﬁ(e
themselves: but for fatﬁen or for mother, or for son, or for

cfaugﬁwr,for br, otﬁer, or for sister... (During a testing period before

heaven we can go help our loved ones prepare if necessary)



When certain friends or family members passed away, the pain I
felt as a child came from the realization that I would never see
them again.

But as I grew older and come to know Jesus, I understood that

this was only a childhood misconception and that I will indeed
see my loved ones again. This understanding wasn’t something
that came out of grief, but was indeed a fact.

Through his word, I understood that life doesn’t end in the flesh,
but simply continues in the spirit which passes on to heaven.

I learned too that our soul (spirit) looks as our flesh minus any
deformities our flesh may have (Gen 1vz6) so recognizing my
friends and family will happen instantaneously.

Not only does life continue, but things get a whole lot better for
those who have passed on.

Indescribable Beauty surrounds them.
‘Unspeaﬁaﬁ[e tmnclui[ity _possesses their soul.
Overwﬁe[ming [ove engug[s their Eeing.
I no longer look at death as an end for the loved ones who have
passed on, but rather a beginning.
I will not hurry death, for to do so would truly disrespect God.

But I eagerly await the day when I will once again be with those
I so dearly love.
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Ps 34v 41 ymyecf to the LORD, and he answered me, ﬁeeing
Tne from all my fears. 5 Those who ook to him for ﬁe[jo will be
radiant with joy; no shadow cf shame will darken their faces. 6

9 cried out to the LORD in my suﬁring, and he heard me. He

Set me free ﬁom all my fears. 7 For the ange[ of the LORD
guards all who fear him, and he rescues them. s Taste and see
~that the LORD is goocf Oh, the joys of those who trust in him!

Jer 23-24 Am 1 a God at hand, says God, and not a God afar oﬁ?
2¢ Can any hide ﬁimseg[ in secret Ja[aces so that 1 shall not see
himz says God. Dowt 1 fill heaven and earths






It was as though nothing would ever change for me in my life
growing up as a young boy. Hard times always seemed to have
permanence as I looked toward the next day and beyond.

However, as I got older and came to know the Lord, I
understood that He saw me, that He heard me and that He
would take care of me. This became settled in my mind.

I believed in Ps 139.

How could someone who loves me so much and know so much
about me intimately, simply walk away from my suffering?

Would this be a God of Love?
Would this be One who made me and who knew me Eefore 7 was

even Eom ?
It would not.

Sometimes it looked as though He would take forever to answer
my prayers. But through FATTH, [ hung in there.

As my life unfolded, things did get better for me. He did rescue
me and put me on the path that was best for me in dealing with
my problems.

Not only this, but looking back I realized that the problems I did
have made me a better person.

Could this have been part of his plan as well?
Who would have ever thought? Certainly not I.
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OF GREAT JOY
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Is 2vie And tﬁey shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into

the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the g[ory of
his majesty, when he ariseth to shake m’riﬁfy the earth.

Is 25:9 It shall be said in that c[ay, «Behold, this is our goaf! We have
Waited for him, and he will save ust This is Yahweh! We have waited for
him. We will be g[ac[ and rejoice in his salvation”



Jesus will be coming back to earth again.

"Make no mistake about it.

And when he does, it won’t be pretty for those who do not
believe.

Isa se:15* For, behold, the LORD will come with ﬁre, and with

his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with ﬂry, and
his rebuke with ﬂames of ﬁre‘

But for those who do believe,
for those who have tried their best to do what is right in
His eyes,

it will be a
great day

For the fire that will consume others will only warm the hearts
of those who believe, much as it was with the three servants of
God who were thrown into the fiery furnace by King

Nebuchadnezzar. (Dan 3v20-25)

When I see Christ come down from the clouds
riding on that Powerful White Horse,

1 will feel GREAT J0Y~

and
not fear...nor regret.



will you?
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Because of
His Forgiveness

170 1:9 But 1f we confess our sins to him, he is faitﬁﬂ[ and just

‘wforgive us cmcf to C[é&l?’lS@ usfrom every WT’OTlg.

“Matt 18:21-2Phen Peter came and said to him, Qord, how ofren
shall my brother sin against me, and ‘1 forgi\/e him?Until seven

times?O’ 2 Jesus said to him, @ don®tell you until seven times,
but, until seventy times seven.O

Isa 44:221 have blotted out, as a thick cloud, tﬁy tmnsgressions,

and, as a cloud, tﬁy sins: return unto me. for 7 have redeemed

ftﬁee.



At times, some of the sins of my past have come back to haunt
me. | have often asked myself,

Ohas God really forgiven me for that sin? Really?0O

Not only do | question the magnitude of the sin itself, but
question how many times God can forgive me forsén@e sin
YouOd figure that after a while HeOd say something like:

OEnough is enough already. No, | donCt forgive you,
for you keep sinning the same sin.O

But truth is God not only forgives you for your sins, but if your
intentions are goodand youreally try to do better;

God will understand and Heill continue to forgive you.

It took a lot to convince me of this, but it was well said when He
stated,

| ut Godsaid" Samue] Mon®lookon hisface or on# e
heightof his stature;.. for | seenot asman seedor man looksat
$ eoutwardappearancgbut Godlooksat # eheartO $am16:7

And if your heart is sincere, thus will your sins be forgiven.

As seen on the previous page, God is willing to forgive
Cseventy times seven.O
This is a Hebrew idiom meanirag often as it takes

No matter the sin, no matter the number of times, God forgives
you because of His love for you.

Question is...



...are you willing to forgive yourself?

For the difficulty in dealing with sin is not in
GodOs desire to forgive,
but
in your own desire to forgive yourself.
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Because
| CanOt Imagine Life
Without HIm

| s53:1' efoolhassaidin hisheart, ® ereis no GodO



No life after death?

No more chances to see your loved ones
who have passed away?

No way to have your sins forgiven?

No supreme being to place your hopes in
or
to help you deal with problems
or
to give you a purpose in life
or
to show you love...
Unconditionally
or
to have around when youOre lonely
or
to comfort you during hard times when
everyone else has bailed out on you.

Really?



CanOt imagine.







Can You?
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How to Invite
Jesus Christ
Into
Your Life

I a" 11:28 enJesussaid "Comeb me a%ofyou whoare
&eary and carry heavyburdensand | wi%giveyou rest 29
' akemy yokeuponyou. Let me( achyou, becausé am

humbleand gentle and you wi%) nd restfor your soulsO

* e3:20Behold | standat + edoor, and knockif any man hear
, 'y voiceand opent+ edoor, | wi%comdan $ him, and wi%sup
&+ him,and hewi+ me



How can you get close to someone who is so powerful,

so overwhelming a&od?

After all, HeOs......God!

How can someone who has billions of children ever have a
close, personal relationship with just me? IOm only one person.
Why should he even care?

1tOs hard to grasp the idea that someone like God who is so
domimant sse@@manainging
could actually love us as individuals.

To put this into prospective, let me ask you this:

Is it possible for a father who has 20 children to leave the other
19 and his wife in order to search for a son who has run away
from home?

Is it possible that his love for his son is so strong that heOs
willing to be away for weeks or maybe even months until he is
found?

When you think about it, why should he even bother?

| mean this father has 20 children. Why should he care if only
one child ends up on the streets? He has 19 others. CanOt he
just be satisfied with them?

Not only is it possible for an earthly father to do this, but most
likely.

Now, if an earthly father can show this kind of love for his son,
how much more love will your heavenly father show for you?
(Ma! 1812



Truth is youare important to Him. | think this is one reason
why it is so easy for Him to become a part of your life.

In fact, all you need to do are

three simple things



1

Find a quiet place
where you can be alone.

When you do, simply bow your head and let Jesus Christ know
that youOre a sinner, that you love Him and that you want Him to
be part of your life.

Ask him in your own words.

You donOt need any written fancy prayer. He wants to hear from
YOU. Talk to Him as you would anyone else.






2

Pray

Prayer is simply talking to Jesus in your own words.
Let Him know whatOs on your mind every day;

the good,

the bad
and

the ugly.

He wants to hear it all because He cares about you.

Praying to Him dailyreenforces your faithn Him and lets Him
know youcare enoughto want to spend time with Him.

A short, sincere, prayer just before bed is all that is needed.

When you become a parent, the attention you get from your
children will be important to you.









So it is with Him.
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Lastly,
Learn what He expects from you,
How He can help you in your daily life
and
How you can stay close to him

Now that Jesus is in your life, you want to learn all about Him.

How do you that?
By reading thdetter he sent you.

It called The Bible

Find a bible that you feel comfortable reading. There are many
versions. Get a version that OspeaksO to you in simple English.

To find the right bible, go on line and read from the different
versions. Find out what fits you best. A good site for different

translations is
BibleStudyTools

Start with the New Testement and donOt be afraid to use our
E MAIL QUESTION HOTLINE in theContact Sectionof

this book for any questions you may have about God or the
bible.

Spending 10 or 15 minutes or simply reading a chapter a night is
no big thing. The return you will get however, .









Contact Page

Bible Email line
for
Questions, Comments
or
Requests

uptoyou@copper.net
DonOt be afraid to write.
No need to use your name
and

All communications
are
strictly confidential



